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After a second failure of the Bulgarians before Tchataldja (which
all the Powers really welcomed, since none of them desired
a Bulgarian occupation of Constantinople), an armistice was
signed there on 3 December, from which only the Greeks stood
out. On 16 December the peace delegates met in London; and
till the last week in January 1913 two conferences proceeded side
by side—that of the belligerents agreeing terms of peace and that
of the ambassadors revising them. The Powers had let lapse the
threat of 10 October against territorial modifications, and recog-
nized that in a broad way what the Balkan Allies had won they
must be allowed to hold. The chief exception concerned the
Adriatic. There the Serbians had pressed through Northern
Albania to the coast and occupied Durazzo and Alessio. Inland
farther north the Montenegrins were blockading Scutari, which
for economic reasons they were desperately eager to annex.
Farther south the Greeks coveted Valona, but, when they shelled
it on 3 December, had been warned off by Austria-Hungary and
Italy* The Albanians themselves had declared their indepen-
dence on 28 November. Austria, backed by Germany, insisted
that all these places must go to them, the Montenegrins be kept
to their mountains, and Serbia be still excluded from the sea. On
the other side Russia, backed by France, stood up for her Slav
proteges. The Germanic Powers were dour and sore; they felt
that Russia had stolen a very long march on them. Some
aggrandizement of Serbia they could not veto, but at least at all
costs they must keep her from the Adriatic.
Now here the British foreign secretary followed a remarkable
course. His professed attitude at the conference was that of the
honest broker. But in fact he threw his weight strongly on the
side of Germany and Austria.1 The other Entente Powers were
displeased, considering, perhaps rightly, that the Central Powers
had been caught off their guard and would have swallowed worse
terms without a rupture. Grey, however, was anxious not merely
for present but for future peace. He wanted to prove to the
Central Powers that, so far from scheming to 'encircle' them,
Great Britain, wherever they were the threatened party, would
do her best to secure them fair play. Here was his opportunity to
ratify by deeds the assurance which he had often proffered in
words. He took it in a manner that could not be overlooked. His
1 As recognized by Prince Lichnowsky, who was present as German ambassador:
My Mission to London, 10-11.

